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AÂ group of traders huddles around a pile of dried shark fins on a gleaming white floor in Hong

Kong. A Papua New Guinean elder shoves off in his hand-carved canoe, ready to summon a shark

with ancient magic. A scientist finds a rare shark in Indonesia and forges a deal with villagers so it

and other species can survive.In this eye-opening adventure that spans the globe, Juliet Eilperin

investigates the fascinating ways different individuals and cultures relate to the oceanâ€™s top

predator. Along the way, she reminds us why, after millions of years, sharks remain among

natureâ€™s most awe-inspiring creatures.From Belize to South Africa, from Shanghai to Bimini, we

see that sharks are still the object of an obsession that may eventually lead to their extinction. This

is why movie stars and professional athletes go shark hunting in Miami and why sharkâ€™s fin soup

remains a coveted status symbol in China. Yet we also see glimpses of how people and sharks can

exist alongside one another: surfers tolerating their presence off Cape Town and ecotourists

swimming with sharks that locals in the YucatÃ¡n no longer have to hunt.With a reporterâ€™s

instinct for a good story and a scientistâ€™s curiosity, Eilperin offers us an up-close understanding

of these extraordinary, mysterious creatures in the most entertaining and illuminating shark

encounter youâ€™re likely to find outside a steel cage.
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Sharks are not the best ambassadors for their own survival. The original sea monsters of yore, they

are not cute and cuddly, warm and fuzzy. And while they may be photogenic, it's not in an "Aww"



kind of way. It's more akin to an "Aaah!" So while other animals imperiled by man's actions, such as

the playful otter and friendly dolphin, the majestic whale and the placid turtle, endear themselves to

humans and thus find themselves saved from utter destruction, it wasn't until recently that anyone

started giving a damn about the horrible, deadly, sinister, man-eating shark and the fact that we've

been killing them off indiscriminately since we discovered their existence a few hundred years ago.

Many cultures, both today and in the past, might say the only good shark is a dead shark. Well, as

some individuals and countries are coming to find out, that statement is the biggest piece of

dumb-ass logic anyone has ever thought up.We've so impacted the shark's environment, with our

industries, our pollution, our fishing, that not only have several species of shark declined in

population by anywhere from 90 to 99%, those sharks being caught today are smaller than their

counterparts of even just a hundred years ago. Sharks do not rebound quickly; though some

species give birth to large litters, many species take years to mature and only reproduce a limited

number of times in their life--most of the time the litters they produce are small, with only one or two

pups per birth. While we've begun to--finally--set aside protected waters, those areas cover only a

fraction of the shark's territory and even then, some of the protections contain loopholes which still

allow sharks to be fished.
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